




 

 

 DRUM DEVELOPMENTS 
Since the last edition schools have been busy  designing and creating drums for the clubs.  
Some have been using club time to build drums with the support of Taiko South West 
Staff, together with technicians and parents.  Drum-building sessions have taken place at 
Charmouth Primary School, Queen Elizabeths Community College, Crediton, South Peth-
erwin Primary School and Huish Episcopi.School. Most schools are following the model 
suggested in the first newsletter, using plastic tubing with tarpaulin stretched over each 
end and roped in an “okedo” style. Two schools in particular deserve mention for their col-
lection of drums. 

Cheriton Bishop is a tiny primary school on the 
edge of Dartmoor. The school’s Taiko group—
Cheriton Sakura  (Cherry Blossom) is fortunate to 
have had the support of  Bob Jones, partner of 
teacher Liz Watkins, in building their drums. Not 
only has Bob made the drums, he has also de-
signed and made downstands and an upstand. 
The drums underwent the ultimate test when the 
school was visited by PJ and Roy Hirabayashi  
from San Jose Taiko, who played the world- re-
nowned Taiko piece Hachi Jo to an entranced 
group of pupils and staff.  The group is looking 
forward to using the drums in forth-coming con-
certs in the Spring and Summer. A member of Cheriton Sakura showing her enthusiasm for playing 

and one of Cheriton’s drums on their upstand. 

Meanwhile in Exmouth Community College, music 
teacher David Turner has enlisted the help of his father 
to make a set of 15 drums and stands for use in the 
school’s Taiko ensemble. The drums look fantastic, hav-
ing been made using four different colours of tarpaulin –
red, green, yellow and blue.  They were played in the 
school’s Christmas Concert and were much admired. Exmouth’s drums 

********************************************************************************************************* 
“Gomi-daiko” 
The world taiko community shares its knowledge –and thanks to the internet we have discovered 
another form of drum which schools and individuals could make at very little cost.  This is a 
“gomi– daiko” - garbage drum.  A student  taiko group in the USA has pointed us in the direction 
of these drums as being a good solution for practise .  They might not look very beautiful, but they 
make a good sound and are better than having nothing to play.  Basically , packing tape is 
stretched across a cylinder (eg dustbin).  The tape is put across horizontally, vertically and diago-
nally, forming a surprisingly strong “skin”.  Other groups use packing tape across tyres and rest 
the tyres on chairs.  Charmouth Primary School has experimented with this kind of “drumskin” 
on lots of containers and reports success—in fact one class has daily rhythm practice on their 
“gomi daikos”.  So, if you’re short of time and resources it might be worth trying to make a few. If 
you want to see what gomi-daiko can look like check this website: 
 studorgs.bowdoin.edu/taiko/bowdointaiko.htm. 
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